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sugrar, cottons, and muslins were exported. Slaves and
horses were imported into India \ spices, indigo, and
betel-nut v,-ere thence exported. Rice, whi'ch to this
cay is c^Ied by its Greek name orysa (opufa), satiua^
and pepper were exported from the northern and
southern parts to the western coasts respectively, as
were the diamonds of Golkonda, the sapphire, onyx,
agate, amethyst, and ether precious stones.
Arrian, the historian of the voyage of Nearchus from
the Incus to the Persian Gulf, has derived much of his
information regarding India from Megasthenes, but in
enumerating the castes of the Indians he mentions that
of the superintendents, who spy out what goes on in
country and town, and report everything to the king.
A somewhat similar class of officer exists to this day in
the neighbouring empire of China. All these Greek
writers on India have much to say'about the elephant;
and Arrian goes so far to remark that Indian women,
if possessed of uncommon discretion, would not stray
from virtue for any reward short of the gift of the great
beast The name of Arrian must be mentioned with
gratitude, for the voyage of Nearchus opened up com-
munications between Europe and Asia, and the Portu-
guese did but follow the routes of Alexander's admiral,
and the British followed the Portuguese.
These brief references to the Greek writers will show
what was the character of the country which Alexander
the Great invaded when he crossed the Indus above
the great military bridge of Attock and advanced to
the Jehlum or Hydaspes, on the banks of which he
defeated Porus, one of the monarchs of the Punjab, a
victory in memory of which he built Bukephala and
Nikaaa, the site of the former of which, at any rate, is
to .this day pointed out to the modern traveller. The
conqueror advanced as far as the Beas (Hyphasis), and